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Category:Oradea“This is a difficult decision,” he said. “I’m a true believer in our founders, and I have no doubt that they
intended the Second Amendment to protect an individual’s right to defend him- or herself, with the most suitable
weapons.” So what’s the problem? AD AD Let’s start with the law. The District and Maryland have laws requiring gun
owners to register the weapons they possess. The courts have upheld those laws. But the Second Amendment applies to
state, not federal, action. So what’s Sen. Feinstein’s beef? Her position is that the District and Maryland have a “unique
responsibility to keep their communities safe, and therefore are subject to a higher level of scrutiny regarding their
exercise of their Second Amendment rights.” In her view, greater restrictions are needed than those imposed by either
state. As the Supreme Court recently recognized, to meet the Second Amendment challenge, Washington and Maryland
must show that their laws pass the usual scrutiny for rational-basis review. That means they must show “a close fit
between the ends sought and the means chosen.” AD AD Maryland’s registration law was upheld in a landmark 1983 case.
In upholding it, the Supreme Court declared that “the right secured by the second amendment is not unlimited; the
amendment itself reflects the belief of the people of the United States that the right of law-abiding, responsible citizens to
use arms in defense of hearth and home is paramount to any interest in civilian disarmament.” In the decades since, the
Heller decision said, the Supreme Court has held that there are three kinds of regulation of firearms. The first is
“presumptively lawful regulatory measures.” Such laws must be “in furtherance of a non-punitive governmental objective.”
“Punitive” means aimed at “retribution and at deterrence,” such as requiring owners to register firearms that can fire
automatically. AD AD The Court also upheld “limited” regulations that “prohibit firearm ownership by specific individuals
for reasons unrelated to possession or use of such weapons.” These include bans on owning guns by convicted felons.
Heller said the Court has never held that it is
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