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In The Great Goddess (St. Martin's Press, 2007), Haynes Johnson offers a vision of the ancient
Egyptian universe that remains suggestive, readable, and likely to become an increasingly useful
guide to fundamental divine concepts in the modern world. The authors of numerous books on the
Egyptian mysteries and their ongoing reinterpretation have been the most diverse and influential of
the tradition since the 1940s. Yet they have tended to make the same basic points: that our
understanding of the gods is fundamentally different than that of the ancient Egyptians; that the
many changes to the Egyptian religion over the millennia are consistent with this difference; and
that this difference can be best understood if we see it for what it is, not through the lens of a 20th-
century reader. This book is a fine example of such an attempt to understand the meaning of ancient
Egyptian religion without its own lens and the classic archetypal assumption of difference. The
authors adopt a philosophical stance whose genealogy and justification are not all that different from
those used in most major religions in the modern world. Modern readers may find this approach at
first puzzling. But their task is to make the fundamental points of Egyptian religion accessible
without the requisite understanding of Egyptian religion. Thus, the authors take a ready-made
audience of people with a vague sense of the archaic Egyptian religion and situate it within the
Western, broadly anthropological, tradition. The book is divided into three parts. The first is devoted
to the manifestation of the gods and the classification and ranking of their powers. Not all the gods
were active everywhere, and the differences of power among them were recognized early on, as
implied by the title of the book. Part two is the central section of the book. Here, the authors discuss
the difficulties
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